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REMARKS 




This is a response to the Final Office Action of April 29, 2004 filed with a petition for a 
one month extension of time and the requisite fee. 

Claims rejection - 35 U.S.C 112, First Paragraph 

The Examiner rejects Claims 14-15 and Claims 44-69 under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph. Specifically, the Examiner states that he can not ascertain support for the 
recitation of "partial recording information area where partial recording information is 
recorded." The Applicant assumes that the Examiner meant to state Claims 4-13 and 
44-09 axe rejected under 35 U.S.C, first paragraph, since ail these claims contain the 
specified claim feature. 

The Examiner also states that Applicant's arguments filed 2/25/04 are not persuasive. 
The Examiner further states that he cannot reconcile Applicant's interpretation with 
respect to "plurality of VOBs 10 correspond to a partial recording information area" as 
presented on page 26 of the response containing Applicant's arguments filed 2/25/04. 
According to the Examiner, "[n]owhere as originally filed/nor as presented permits 
such an interpretation." The Applicant traverses this rejection as follows. 

By way of additional explanation, but not of limitation, the Applicant submits that, in 
Figure 1, the VTS regions 3 (see, for example, VTS # 2 region in the first line of Figure 1) 
comprise a plurality of VOB regions 10 (VOBS, as shown in the second and third lines 
of Figure 1), The VTS regions 3 also comprise a control data region 11, as shown in the 
second line of Figure 1. Therefore, the VOB regions 10 form a " partial recording 
information area." See also page 12, lines 5-8 of the specification which state, by way of 
example, but not of limitation, that the "VOB set is defined to distinguish the VOB 10, 
which constructs one portion of the VTS 3 as the substantial portion of the video and 
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audio information, from the control data 11, which constructs another portion of the 
VTS 3" (emphasis added). Therefore, the Applicant submits that the plurality of VOBs 
10 indeed correspond, by way of example but not of limitation, to a "'partial recording 
information area" and that all currently pending claims are allowable under 35 U.S.C. 
112, first paragraph. As a consequence, the Applicant respectfully requests that the 
rejection based on 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, be withdrawn. 



In section 2 of the Action, the Examiner rejects claims 4-15 and 44-69 under 35 U.S.C. 
103 as being unpatentable over Heo, considered with Yonqmitsu et al and all further 
considered with EP 0800164. The applicant traverses this rejection as follows. 

The Applicant respectfully submits that EP 0800164 is not a prior art document. The EP 
document's publication date is October 8, 1997 (08.10.1997 under the European 
standard for writing dates), which publication date is later than the August 14, 1997 
foreign priority date of the present application. The EP 0800164 publication date of 
October 8, 1997 has been taken from the cover page of the EP 0800164. The cover page is 
enclosed with tht? present response, for the Examiner's ease of reference. 

The Examiner cannot rely upon EP 0800164 for rejecting any claims, if the Applicant's 
claimed priority date of August 14, 1997 is proper. 

The Applicant notes that the filing receipt for the present application indicates thai the 
present application claims the benefit of the Japanese application no. P09-219418, filed 
on August 14, 1997. The Applicant has already provided the USPTO with a certified 
copy of Japanese Application No, P09-219418 showing a filing date of August 14, 1997. 
The Applicant has also already provided the USPTO with a verified English translation 
of Japanese Application No. P09-219418. The English translation will assist the 
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Examiner in understanding the scope of the disclosure of Japanese Application No, P09- 
219418 as it pertains to the present application, 

As a consequence, the Applicant submits that the rejection of Claims 4-15 and 44-69 
based on EP 0800164 is improper, since EP 0800164 does not constitute proper prior art 
to the present application. Therefore, the Applicant respectfully requests that the 
Examiner withdraw the rejection of Claims 4-15 and 44-69, 



* * * 



In view of the above, reconsideration of the rejection of Claims 4-15 and 44-69 and 
allowance of ail claims of the application are respectfully solicited. Prompt issuance? of 
a Notice of Allowance is respectfully solicited. 
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(54) information recording medium and apparatus for recording and reproducing the same 
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(57) An informatfon record medium (1 : 0 VO) having 
a record track (la) recorded with al least video informa- 
tion is to be reproduced by a reproducing apparatus 
(S2), which has a read device (30) and reproduces at 
least video information while relatively moving tho road 
device atong the record track. In the information record 
medium, at least Video information and contra) informa- 
tion (41: NAVI-PACK, 50: PCI, 51: DSI) comprising ac- 
cess infcfmatico to access the video information are re- 
corded on the record track such that the video and con- 
trol Informations are divided into a plurality of first data 
groups (30: VOBU), each of which is a unit able to be 
accessed by the reproducing apparatus and each ot 
which comprises the vidao and control informations, in 
the information record medium, management informa- 
tion (PGCl) including (i) reproduction procedure inlor- 
mation prescribing a reproduction procedure of the vid- 
eo information and (ii) a plurality ot first search prohibit 
informations (202, 202a) each indicating a prohibition of 
a search operation by the reproducing apparatus for re- 
spective one of second data groups (61 : PGC) each of 
which comprises a plurality of the first data groups to be 
reproduced continuously by the reproducing apparatus 
in accordance with the reproduction procedure informa- 
tion, is collectively recorded at one portion of the record 
track for each ot the second data groups 
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